
 

 

 

 

 

Health and Safety Advice – By their very nature the mini combs can be a dangerous piece of equipment to use – 

see above! The rows of long pins are sharp and because the operator’s hands and the comb are moving when using 

them, there is a risk of penetration and tearing injury. It is therefore essential to use this equipment in an area where 

you are free from distraction and the workspace is laid out to help avoid risk of injury. 

 

1) Before use the base plate MUST be clamped to a heavy or rigidly fixed table or bench using the clamps provided. 

If not secured the base plate and static comb will end up on the floor or worse. 

 

2) Exclude pets and children from the work area. They cause distraction and moving hands can deviate from the 

safe path surprisingly easily. 

 

3) Arrange the workspace so all materials, tools and receptacles for finished product are on the same side of the 

combs as you are. Avoid having to lean or reach over the pins. 

 

4) When ‘lashing’ fibre onto the pins hold the locks of fibre by the tips to avoid getting too close to the pins and, for 

a grip, keep your thumb on top of your fingers so nothing protrudes forwards. 

 

Care of the Combs 

Please use clean washed fibre. If using home washed or scoured fibre, with some residual grease content, you may 

find that after processing a few 100 grams of fibre the pins start to grip the fibre more as you lash the fibre on. This 

is due to grease building up on the pins and this will need to be removed either to improve the process or clean 

before returning. 

If you have used greasy fibre Please Clean the Combs before returning to the Guild. 

Use a toothbrush with a solution of washing up liquid in water with the comb laid with the pins horizontal to avoid 

over wetting the wooden base. 

 

Bent Pin  

Unlikely as it might seem, it is possible to bend one or more pins. If this happens, use the tine straightener (long 

steel tube with wood handle) to straighten each one. Position the tube over the tip of the bent pin and slide it down. 

This SHOULD straighten the offending pin. 
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Attach the base plate to a table with G-clamps       Insert one of the mini combs through the hole in the 
 (not supplied)           front and secure with the pin.  

        

Lay out your locks.  Load the comb with the butt end of the locks at the       

back. 

         

Hold the other comb at a 90-degree angle to the stationary comb and start combing the fibres, starting at the tips. 

   

Keep combing until most of the fibre is transferred to the moving comb. 



      

Clear out the remaining fibre from the stationary Now start transferring the fibre back to the stationary comb 
and discard.                    by moving the moving comb (the one in your hand) 

from top to bottom holding it at 90 degrees. 
 

       

Pull the fibre to a tip and start to pull through a diz.    Keep going by pushing the diz a bit further each time and            

                                                    pulling the fibre through. 

       

Pull the fibre through when you have only a  bit left     Wrap the roving around your hand starting from the end on 
the comb.                      that is furthest away from the comb and tuck the end in. 
 

Happy Spinning! 

Here are some links for good instructional videos on 

YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ae6aZwswrWs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gcYY1xF-JvY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9Trl5v5ZEk 
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